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ABSTRACT

This book provides basic data on educational attainment,
achievement, and practices for each state and the United States as a whole,
with a focus on the academic-achievement gap between minority and white
students. The first part provides an overview of the national picture of
aducation, describing academic achievement, expenditures and investments in
education, curriculum requirements, standards, and the relationship between
educational attainment and work. It also offers examg.es cf suzcessful
schools and districts. Recommendations include: (1) set high standards; (2)
ensure that all students get a challenging curriculum; (3) make sure that all
children have expert teachers; and (4) keep your own education watch. The
second part contains profiles of the 50 states and the District of Columbia.
Each profile provides information on personal income and educational
attainment, the state report card, student characteristics, investments in
education, and state educational performance. (LMI)
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Errata Sheet for Education Watch
November 20, 1996.

page 89
Freshmen vs. Degrees Awarded
Freshmen Bachelor's
1991-92 Degrees, 1995
African American 1,751 4% 4N 28%

Asian
Latino :
White PSR e
Other 987

Total R R4S M D0 1070

page 91
Student Profile
Population, Poverty, and Enroliment by Race and Ethnicity

Pop.  Children Public  Private Two-Year Four-Year
5-24  in Poverty K-12 K-12 Colleges CoIIeges
African American 16. 0% 8. 0%
Asian EEE 0% 9%

Latino

Native American
White
Unknown | 0 DU : _
Total  100.0% 100. 0% 100.00% 100 00% 100.0% 100 0%

Number [iRZF¥e5] {a%is 5,57 A0 9 R 9abh
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NEW MEXICO

STUDENT PROFILE
Population, Poverty, and Enrollment By Race and Ethnicity State Wmmgoﬂw Om:&.
Papulation Children in Public Private Two-Year Four-Year
Ages 5-24 Poverty K-12 K-12 Colleges Colleges Indicator Number Rank
Attainment
African American 1.6% 1.8% 13% 1.8% 1.6% 14% BAs or Higher:
Asian 1.0% 0.4% 0.9% 12% 13% 1.7% Total 204% of 5l
Latino 31.7% 36.5% 46.0% 31.3% 32.9% 27.1% African American 14.2% 19 of 51
Native American! 8.3% 13.8% 10.2% 14.1% 11.0% 3.5% Latino 8.1% BofSi
White 51.3% 35.1% 40.5% 50.5% 51.9% 61.6% College Attending Rate 35.6% 40 0f 50
Other 0.0% 12.3% 0.0% 0.0% 0.3% 3.1%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% Investments
Number 136,190 192,418 321,100 20,007 46,924 54,957 Financial:
| Theed . o . . Effort $49 Tof 51
e editors caution readers to the possible inflation of Native American postsecondary data. c._mvwzq of Fun &:m 14.9% of 51
Corricufa:
Trigonometry & Physics 19% 35039
INVESTMENTS IN EDUCATION Tacing O il
Overall 1.9% 43 of 51
I. Financial Resources Disprity by % Poverty S4%  19of4
Change in State Investment, 1993-95 Disparty by % Minority Ve Ve
Per Pupil Investment N K-12, Em__m—..mm:numo: and Corrections Achievement
The 1994 state average per pupil investment was $6,039 (in percentages) NAEP Reading;
45.0% — Overall 205 pts. 33 of 39
Educational Investment Gap African American 196 ps. bof 33
In 1991, the gap between high-spending (95th percentile) and Latino 196 pts. [70f 39
low-spending (5th percentile) districts was $1,808 per pupil. 30.0% — 23.4% NAEP Math:
18.9% 18.5% Overall 259 pts. 31 of 42
m_..*.o_.n. 1991-92 15.0% — T African American nfa n/a
] ] , Latino 248 pts. 13 of 40
For every .mroco in annual vnn.mcnm_ income, , ACT/SAT Gap S4pts 2% of 27
the combined state and local investment 0.0% |
in elementary and secondary education was $49.
College vs. Prison, 1994 -15.0% — * See Definitions Pages
One Year at University of New Mexico, Main Campus: $5,684 K-12 Higher Corrections and wnsm&%. Pages
One Year in the State’s Prisons: $27,452 Education ‘
_OH
2N w o~ W
o EDUCATION WATCH 334 a1



NEW MEXICO

INVESTMENTS IN EDUCATION (continued)

How dollars are spent is just as important as how many funds are allocated. Dollar investments that may appear equal may disguise
kuge inequalities in critically important educational resources like books, well-prepared teachers and challenging cutricula.

3. Investment in Well-Prepared Teachers

2. Challenging Curricula

Industry has joined colleges in the demand for individuals with high-level knowledge
and skills. This means that all students, whether bound for college or for work, need a
rigorous cutriculum in order to be prepared for success. Yet too few students have the
opportunity to gain these skills through high-level math and science, while too many

Percentage of Classes Taught by Teachers
Lacking Even a Minor in Field, 1990-91

are placed in dead-end special education classes — or out of school entirely. 40%
Math and Science, 1993-94
The percentage of high school students taking demanding math! and science
courses by graduation was:
Algebra 95% Biology 95% 23.9%
Geometry 58% Chemistry  40%
Algebra 1I 60% Physics 16%
Trigonometry 22%
Calculus 7%
! Includes Integrated Math.
Special Student Placements By Race and Ethnicity, 1992
Public K-12 AP Math Gifted and Special Suspensions
Students and Science Talented Education 0% ‘ .
. . . State Low Poverty High Poverty Low Minority High Minority
African American % Average Schools  Schools Schools Schools
Asian 1% (less than ~ (more than (lessthan  (more than
Latino 46% 15%) 50%) 15%) 50%)
Native American 10%
White 4% The most important educational investment a state can make is in a highly
Total 100% qualified teaching force. When teachers have too little knowledge of the sub-
Number 321.100 jects they teach, their students are denied the most basic resource for learn-

See Definitions and Sources Page

ing, There are several ways to examine teacher quality. This chart shows one:
the percentage of all secondary school classes taught by teachers who lack
even a minor in the subject.
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Population, Poverty, and Enroliment By Race and Ethnicity

STUDENT PROFILE
Population Children in Public
Ages 5-24 Poverty K-12
African American 21% 4.4% 4%
Asian 3.8% 3.0% 3.1%
Latino 5.9% 11.3% 5.8%
Native American! 1.8% 3.4% 2.0%
White 86.4% 12.5% 86.6%
QOther 0.0% 5.4% 0.0%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Number 903,749 125,914 517,260

Private
K-12

33%
5.9%
4.5%
1.4%
84.9%
0.0%
100.0%
34,091

! The editors caution readers to the possible inflation of Native American postsecondary data.

INVESTMENTS IN EDUCATION

l. Financial Resources

Per Pupil Investment
The 1994 state average per pupil investment was $5,740

Educational Investment Gap

In 1991, the gap between high-spending (95th percentile) and
low-spending (5th percentile) districts was $2,217 per pupil.

Effort, 1991-92

For every $1,000 in annual personal income,
the combined state and local investment
in elementary and secondary education was $47.

College vs. Prison, 1994
One Year at University of Oregon: $11,968
One Year in the State’s Prisons: $18,469
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Two-Year Four-Year
Colleges Colleges
1.1% 1.5%
45% 6.4%
3.1% 21%
1.7% 12%
81.3% 81.4%
1.1% 6.7%
100.0% 100.0%
78,544 85,903

Change in State Investment, 1993-95
K-12, Higher Education and Corrections

45.0%

30.0%

15.0% -

0.0%

-15.0%

(in percentages)

35.8%
30.5%
-1.7%
K-12 Higher Corrections
Education
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OREGON

State Report Card

Indicator
Attainment

BAs or Higher:
Total
African American
Latino

College Attending Rate

Investments
Financial:

Effort

Disparity of Funding
Curricula:

Trigonometry & Physics
Teaching Qut of Field:

Overall

Disparity by % Poverty

Disparity by % Minority

Achievement

NAEP Reading:
Overall
African American
Latino

NAEP Math:
Overall
African American
Latino

ACT/SAT Gap

* See Definitions Pages
and Rankings Pages
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Number

20.6%
15.2%
10.1%
41.7%

$41
13.4%

1%

20.9%
B.1%
nfa

nfa
nfa
nfa

nfa
nfa
nfa
171 pts.

Rank

A of 51
(5 of 5
36 of 51
24 of 50

10of 51
26 of 51

B of39

350f 51
430f 48
nfa

nfa
n/a
n/a

nfa
nfa
nfa
Sof 3
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PENNSYLVANIA

STUDENT PROFILE
Population, Poverty, and Enroliment By Race and Ethnicity State meoﬂw Card
Population Children in Public Private Two-Year Four-Year
Ages 5-24 Poverty K-12 K-12 Colleges Colleges Indicator Number Rank
Attainment
African American 1.0% - 26.5% 13.5% 8.0% 12.6% 5.9% BAs or Higher
Asian 1.8% 1.8% 17% 11% 2.6% 3.5% Total 17.9% 32of 51
Latino 3.0% 8.2% 3.1% 2.0% 1.5% 1.5% African American 10.0% 38 of 51
Native American! 0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 0.2% 0.5% 0.2% Latino 11.8% 27 of 51
White 84.0% 51.6% 81.7% 87.6% 81.5% 85.3% College Attending Rate 44.9% 15 of 50
Other 0.0% 5.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.4% 3.7%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% Investments
Number 3,329,314 470,601 1,717,613 342,291 159,506 451,668 Financil:
! The editors caution readers to the possible inflation of Native American postsecondary data Efort e 16.f51
’ Disparity of Funding 18.8% 44 of 51
Curricula:
INVESTMENTS IN EDUCATION it
Overall 11.4% 6 of SI
I. Financial Resources Disparity by % Poverty A% of48
Change in State Investment, 1993-95 Disarity by % Hiority A% Bof37
Per Pupil Investment K-12, Higher Education and Corrections Achievement
The 1994 state average per pupil investment was $7,040 Am: vmﬂnm:nmmmmv NAEP Reading;
45.0% — 42.8% Qverall 25 pts. (7 of 39
Educational Investment Gap Afrcan American 180ps.  3of33
In 1991, the gap between high-spending (95th percentile) and Latino 187 pts. 32of 39
low-spending (5th percentile) districts was $3,933 per pupil. 30.0% NAEP Math:
Overall i pts. 14 of 42
Effort, 1991-92 15.0% — . 12.0% African American B pts. 20 0f 32
For every $1,000 in annual personal income, ik i J;[:ijm Laio Hépus. 1Bof 40
the combined state and local investment 0.0% I|I “ ‘ ACTSAT Gap 209 pus. 16of23
in elementary and secondary education was $42. -
College vs. Prison, 1994 -15.0% - * See Definitions Pages
One Year at Pennsylvania State University, Main Campus: $9,096 K-12 Higher Corrections and Rankings Pages
One Year in the State’s Prisons: $21,232 Education
: 360 o
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